
TABLE 3 
RENDITION OF SCIENTIC ENGLISH MORPHEMES INTO LUGANDA 

English 
morpheme 

Luganda 
correspondence 

Expression  

Formation 
base 

Gloss 

a-, an- -nnattaliza 

-nnattalina 

-nnabbulwa 

-taliz- 

-talina 

-bulw- 

to spare 

to be without 

to lack 

a-, ab-, abs- -nnamwesuula -esuul- to be at a 
distance from 

ad-, ac-,  

af-, ag-, 

al-, an-, 

ap-, ar- 

-nnassemberera -semberer- to approach 

all- -nnazzinga, 

-nnabbuna 

-zing-  

-bun- 

to encircle, 
fold up 

to spread over 

ambi-,  

amphi (s)- 

-nnanjuyi- 

-nnankulu- 

enjuyi 

amakulu 

sides 

meanings 

an(a)- -nnabuggya obuggya again 

anchi- -nnakumpi 

-nnassegera  

okumpi 

-seger- 

vicinity 

to be near to 

ant (i)- -nnakkonta -kont- to counteract 



ante-, 

antero- 

-nnassaala -saal- to spearhead 

ap (o)- -nnamwesuula -esuul- to be detached 

arch- sse- 

-nnabyadda 

ebyedda past affairs 

auto- e- 

-nnamwekyusa 

- 

-kyus- 

to change 
itself 

by (e)- = 

anchi- 

      

circum-  -nnabbugira -bugir- to surround 

cis- -nnamulaaliirira -laaliirir- to lie on this 
side of  

contra-, 

counter- 

= anti (i) 

      

cross- -nnassomoka 

-nnakkiika 

-somok- 

-kiik- 

to cross over  

to put across 

crypto- -nnakkisa -kis- to hide 

demi- -nnakyakubiri ekyokubiri half 

dextro- -nnakuddyo ddyo right-hand 
side 

dia- -nnassala -sal- to cut 



diplo-, 

dupl- 

  

-nnazzaala 

  

-zaal- 

  

to produce 

dis-, dif- -nnamwawulo -yawul- to differentiate 

dys- -nnansobi ensobi defect, fault 

en-, em-, 

endo-, ento- 

-nnamunda munda inside 

ep (i)- -nnakungulu kungulu on the surface 

equ- -nnamwenkanya -enkany- to make equal 

eu- -nnabuwoomu obuwoomu pleasure 

ex-,e- 

ec-, ef- 

exo- 

  

-nnabweru 

  

ebweru 

  

outside 

extra- -nnassukka -sukk- to exceed 

final -nnakkomya -komy- to make final 

fore- -nnabusaale obusaale being first 

future -nnamaaso amaaso eyes 

-graphy kalojja- -lojj- to narrate 

hemi- = 

demi- 

      

hetero- -nnabwawufu obwawufu difference 

holo- -nnakiramba 

- 

ekiramba a whole 



homo-, 

homeo- 

  

-nnabumu 

  

obumu 

  

sameness 

-ic (s) kanna-     

-iform -wavu DV(wal). 
DA (u) 

  

in-1, il-1, 

im-1 =a(n)- 

      

in-2, il-2, im-2 
= (en)- 

      

inter- -nnattaba -tab- to join 

intra- = en-       

intro- -nnamuyingira -yingir- to enter 

iso- = equ-       

juxta- = anchi-       

-logy  kanna-, 

kayiga- 

  

-yig- to learn 

longi- -nnakkwebera -kweber- to crawl 
through 

mal- -nnabubi obubi bad state 

mes (o)- -nnawakati wakati middle part 

met (a)- -nnamuwondera -wonder- to follow later 

-metry -
metrics 

kapima- -pim- to measure 



multi- -(y)ingi 

-nnamwala 

-(y)al- to be in plenty 

neo- =an(a)- -nnamulembe omulembe up-to-date 

-nomy =-ic(s)       

non- =a(n)       

ob-, oc-, of-, 
op- = ant (i)- 

      

-oid = iform       

omni- = all-       

ortho- -nnattuusa -tuus- to do perfetly 

out- -nnassinga -sing- to excel 

over- = extra- sse- 

-nnassukka 

-sukk- exceed 

pan-= all-       

par (a)-
=anchi- 

-nnamwereega -ereeg- to become taut 

partial -nnakitundu ekitundu a part 

past -nnakyayita ekyayita that which 
past 

per-, pel-=dia-       

peri-= circum-       

poly-= multi-       

post-= met(a)-       



pre-= fore-    

primary -nnakasooka -sook- to be first 

pro- -nnakasigirwa -sigirw- to be made 
deputy 

proto- -nnakazadde nnakazadde mother 

pseudo- -nnaddyeka -dyek- to deceive 

quasi- -nnaddinga -linga to seem 

retro- -nnaddadda -ddadda to go 
backwards 

se- = a (n)-       

secondary -nnakabirye ebbiri two 

semi-= demi-       

sinistro -nnakukkono kukkono left-hand side 

tele- -nnabweya ebweya far 

tertiary -nnakasatwe essatu three 

trans- = cross-       

tripl- -nnasatuwaza -satuwaz- to triple 

ultra- -nnassukkirira -sukkirir- to be beyond 

vice- = pro-    

macromacro- nnasukka(-) -sukk- to exceed 

ultramacro- wassukka (-)     

macro- sukka(-)     

maxi- musukka (-)     



hyper- kisukka (-)     

super- lusukka (-)     

sub-, hypo- lukka (-) -kk- to go down 

infra- kikka (-)     

mini- mukka (-)     

micro- likka (-)     

ultramicro- wakka (-)     

micromicro- nnakka (-)     

 


